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555 To HGRACE, 


May it pleaſe Jour GR Act 


F. VOURABLY to Accept this 
Mean Diſcourſe, which nothing but 

Your ( RAC ES Command could have 

prevaiłd with me to make Publick. 


Tak Great Veneration which I find 
erery- where paid to the many Virtues of 
Your Deceas'd ConsorT, makes it ne- 
ceſſaxy for me to plead the double Miſ- 
fortune I have lain under, of a too Im- 
perfect Knowledge. of Her, and of the 
very ſhort Time allow'd me. This, I 
hope, may in ſome meaſure excuſe me 

to the World for not doing Juſtice to the 
1 Tp Character 


__ The Depicariov. 
Character I have undertaken ; tho' tg 
Yourſelf, .My Lord, I muſt confefs 
1am leſs ſolicitous what to anſwer ; Be- 
cauſe I am perſuaded that to One b fully 
Acquainted with the Perfections of the 
Original, a Copy from a much hetter 


Hand, and at better Leiſure, could haue 
Nr but ſmall Satisfaction. 


Tur all Your Children may imi- 
tate their Virtuous Mother; and that, 
in particular, That laſt Pledg e of Her 
Love, for whoſe Life She laid down 
Her Own, may grow up to make al 
poſhble Satisfaction for Your Great 

- Lols; is a Prayer with all Sincerity 


offer d up by, | 
AL WONG 
Tour Gn ACE'S moſt Obedient, 
by a | lp 
and moſt Humble Servant, Nt 


WILLIAM Burgscouett 


n—_— 
- *; 


Io the Right Honourable 


lv The Lady RAC E L Russ E. 


ve 

MADAM, 
li- | 
at, HIS Diſcourſe, which, by Your 
ler LADISHI Y“ Command, comes to 
vn wait on Tou, contains an Argument not im- 


proper for Tour Meditations at this mournful 
Time. | 


TAE late AﬀiFing Stroke with which it 
bas pleas'd G © p to try Jou, is ſuch, as had 
it come Single, would have requir d a great 
Degree of Patience to bear it ; but as it is a 
Stroke Repeated upon an Heart yet Bleeding 
with the irreparable Loſs of an Onely Son, 
nothing but the Comforts of Gop's Word can 
poſubly ſupport You. In this Your LA D 1- 
SHIP has been always Converſant ;. and J 
doubt not of the great Relief Jou have found 


in 


The DEDICATION. 
in it: So that F hope, and am well perfuad. 
ed, that Tour preſent Affliction will have ng 
other Effect upon Tour Mind than to diſcover 
the Greatneſs T it, while it gives Tou an Ob- 
portunity of ſhewing Jourſelf an Uncommon 
Example of Chriſtian Fortitude. 


THAT Your late Excellent Son and 
Daughter may Daily, to Tour Comfort, more 
and more revive in thoſe Many Images of 
Themſelves which they have left behind then, 
til Go in His omn due Time, call Toy | 
the mare immediate Enjoyment of Himſel 
and Them, is the Unfeigned . 5 


MAD AM, 
Tour LAPDVYSHIp's moſt Obedient, 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM BurscouGi 
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SERMON 


Preach'd at the FUNERAL of 
CATHERINE 
Ducheſs of RU T LAN D. 
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» 


1 THEs e. IV. 18. 


IWhereſore _—_ One another 


with theſe Words. 
HE Reflection which the Apoſtle in 
the Words before Us Recommends to 
| | the Theſſalonians, for their Conſolation 
is, The aſſured Hope of a Reſurrection 
to another Life after this; That when we have 
put off theſe Frail and Mortal Bodies, and to all 
Appearance ſeem utterly loft and extinguiſh'd; 
ve ſhall, at the Second Coming of our Saviour, 


revive again, and be cloth'd with Immortality. 
4 Rel ion, which were it as carefully 9 


0 0 * 
* 


68) 
ed to by the Hearers of the Word, as it is dili. 
gently inculcated by the Preachers of it, could 
not fail of adminiſtring Conſolation to Us! in all 
the Troubles and Calamities of Life. The Words 
therefore have been uſually extended to the Com- 
fort of good Chriſtians, under whatever Miſc: 
ries and Afflictions it may pleaſe G o p to exer- 
ciſe them with. And indeed, the Comfort they 
reach out to Us, is ſo Extenfive and Univerſal, 
that it takes in all the various Misfortunes we 
are ſubject to, and is a Rouge in them all. The 
particular Uſe however which the Apoſtle in this 
Place applies them to, is to ſupport-the Minds 
of good Men under the Lofs of their Deceasd 
Friends; to aſſure them, That tho' for a Seaſon 
they are taken away from them; yet when the 
Lo x o, whom th expected, ſhould return, 
they ſhould be 1 again to them. This he 
declares to them by the Word of the Lo & , to the 
Intent, that they "ſhould not Sorrow 45 others did, 
who had no ſuch Hye > But that they ſhould Com- 
fort one another with W Wi ords. 


IHE Su! BIECT theteoro: which 1 I would 
at preſent call Your Meditation to, is, The great 
Comfort which our Holy RELIGION affords 
Vs under the Loſs of out neareſt Friends: And 
the little Reaſon we have to indulge our Sorrow 
as thoſe do who. have no __ | Ti 0 _— End 
1 will 10 If 
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J Firſt, Set down that Meaſure and Degree of Sor- 
row. for the Dead, which ſeems Decent and Al- 
lomable. „ 5 

Il. Secondly, Lay before Jou the Reaſon againſt all 
immoderate Sorrow on this Account, 

III. And Conclade in the Laſt Place with ſome Re- 
flections upon the Whrle. 


I. Firſt, T x a T Meaſure and Degree of Sor- 
row which our RELIGION allows of. 
I x N © w not that One Paſſion of our Minds, 

which Chriſtianity endeavours wholly to extir- 

pate. For our REL1610N is not delign'd to 

deſtroy, but to exalt our Nature; not to extin- 
oviſh, but improve it. It leaves therefore eve- 

ry Paſſion in our Souls, but preſcribes proper 

Bounds and Limits to it; and condemns none 
but when they exceed thoſe Bounds, The particu- 
ar Paſhon therefore of Grief and Sorrow, which 
we feel in our Souls upon the Loſs of any thing 
that is dear to Us, is not wholly to be condemn- 
ed. So far as we are allow'd to pleaſe Ourſelves 
with any thing in this World, ſo far are we al- 
low'd to be concern'd and griev'd at the Loſs of 
it, For *tis impoſſible, and againſt the Reaſon 
of Things, to be wholly indifferent at the Loſs 
df that Thing, in the Injoyment of which we 
took Satisfaction. So that if there is any Thing 
truly deſirable in this World, if any Thing in it 
which we may lawfully affect, if we do not talk 
perfect Nonſence, when we talk of the Comfort 
and Bleſſings of Life, and act not the part of Hy- 
pocrites when we thank Gop for them, we muſt 
dot wholly condema thoſe Paſſions and Reſent- 
. | R | ments, 
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ments, which naturally follow the Loſs of out 
worldly Bleſſings. Andcertainly, if in any thing 
we may be allowꝰd to aMiQ& Ourſelves, if at any 
time our Sorrow is Decent and Becoming, tis 
Then ſo, when we find Ourſelves firſt depriv'q 
of our Friends and Relations. For if there he 
any . in this World we are allowꝰd to place 
our Affections on, 'tis certainly the Friendſhip 
and Love of one another: Nay, our Holy R x- 
LI GION, not only allows this, but commands 
it. We are commanded to Love one another; 
and that not with the Love of Benevolence 
alone, but with the Love of Deſire and Com- 
placence. And this is a general Duty, which 
we owe to all Men; more particularly to Thoſe 
who have embrac'd the fame Faith with Us, 
and yet more to thoſe who have endear'd them- 
ſelves to Us by any of the engaging Offices of 
Friendſhip : But if to theſe are farther added the 
Natural Ties of Blood and mutual Relation; 
we are Then under the higheſt Obligations ima- 
ginable; and to be Inſenfible under this Loſs, is 
to be Ungrateful; at once to offend againſt the 
Laws both of Grace and Nature. In ſhort there- 
fore, Whoever teaches Men to be indifferent to 
their Friends and Relations; teaches a Doctrine 
contrary. ro the Temper of Chriſtianity : And 
whoever teaches Men to be kindly Affectioned 
to them, and at the fame time to be indolent in 
their Loſs, teaches a Doctrine contrary to Un- 
corrupted Nature. n 
Bur now having made this reaſonable A- 
lowance; we muſt take care in the next place, Ml {i 
that our Sorrow exceed not that e 3 
ain 8 f E L I- 
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ur RET TON preſcribes to it; that is, That 
no ve do not too much indulge it. And the Evi- 


ny dence of our too great Indulgence of it, is, When 
tis we ſuffer it to dwell on our Minds, fo that at 
d eegth it begins to incapacitate Us for the Duties 
be of Life, and to break out in Reflections on the 


ce Providence of G o p. One would think indeed, 
ip there were no great Reaſon to caution Men 
E- againſt This, againſt their ſuffering Sorrow to 


dwell too long upon their Minds. For who is 
there that delights in Sorrow? And who would 
not get rid of fo troubleſome a Gueſt as ſoon as 
poſſible ? And yet *tis very viſible how cloſe the 
Afflicted hugg it, and enter as it were into Co- 


of WI venants and Agreements with it. The Reaſon of 
Us, WW which is this, That in all Sorrow, as in a great ma- 
m- WT a7 other of our Paſſions, there's an unnatural Mix- 
; of WW tire of Pain and Pleaſure. For the Remembrance 


of any. beloved Object, fills our Souls with the 
fame kind of Pleaſure which we found in the Poſ- 
kſhon of it. And for this Reaſon it is, that we 
ſee Men in the midſt of their moſt ſorrowful La- 
mentations for the Dead, by a ſort of Inchant- 
ment raiſing up the Souls of their Deceas'd 


| Friends, and ſetting up in their Imaginations the 
= deſirable Image of that Subſtance which was once 
An 


the Joy of their Hearts, and the Delight of their 
Eyes, But then, the ey Phantaſm ſoon fleets 
away, and leaves them to freſh Woe, and renew- 
ed Anguiſh. But this is in truth a ſort of Sorce- 
y by no means to be defended. For tho? we 
are indulg'd in that Grief, which the late and 
ſudden Loſs of Friends brings upon Us; a Grief 

every way Decent, and which Good nature can- 

. not 
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not help; yet there's no Neceſſity for our raiſin 
to Ourſelves continually Troubles out of the 
Duſt; nor is it any way Decent and Becoming 
for the fake of this ſhort-liv*d fantaſtical Pleaſure, 
to let Sorrow take ſuch full Poſſeſſion of Us, as 
to incapacitate Us for any of the Duties we owe 
each other, much leſs for the Duties of Patience, 
Reſignation, and Thankſgiving, which in all 
Conditions we owe to Almighty Go b. If we 
take Care to keep our Sorrow within this Bound, 
ſo that it become not a ſettled Inhabitant with 
Us, in which Caſe we ſhall of Neceſſity omit ſe- 
veral Duties incumbent on Us, we ſhall A& as 
we ought to do, and offend againſt no Law or 
RELIGION. 

Now to bring our Minds to this Regular 
Frame and Temper, Let Us conſider in the Se- 
cond Place, | 

ITE mighty Argument which the Cn R. 
STIAN FAIT H ets before Us. 


WER the Souls of the Deceas'd reduc'd to Wl | 
Nothing by the Stroke of Death, and were they Wl " 
ſwallow'd up together with their Bodies in the Wil © 


Grave, there could be no Conſideration ſtrong t 
enough to aſſuage our Trouble. We might Wl © 
without doubt in this Caſe, at ſome Moments of IM 
our Lives, find out many Plauſible Reaſons ior WM ) 
Comfort, and fortify Ourfelves' ſtrongly, as we Wl © 
might think, againſt this Hour of Adverſity ; ! 
but when it once overtook and came upon Us, Wl ! 
we ſhould ſoon find how poor a Refuge we had . 
taken to. I ſpeak here of Thoſe who feel within I | 
"themſelves the meaning of that Word Natural t 
Affection: For as to thoſe Who are inſenſible f 
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no WM it, who live only to Themſelves, and care for no- 
he thing but Themſelves, there's no need of forti- 
ng ping Them with any comfortable Reflections: 
re, For they are ſtrongly enough Fortify'd in their 
as on Ill-natute. But where Natural Affection is 
we ſtrong and vigorous, as in that of Parents to their 
deareſt Off-ſpring, and the like; to Them to 
talk of any Comfort except that which ariſes 
from the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, from a 
ſure and certain Hope, That thoſe Pledges of 
their Love are taken from Them but for a time, 
and in the mean time are in the Hands of their 
Merciful RR DEE MER, to ſpeak, I ſay, to Them 
of any Comfort but This, is but the more to 
Diſquiet Them. Give me leave therefore, while 
[endeavour to repreſent to You, the ſtrong Con- 
lation, as the Apoſtle calls it, of the Hope that is 
ſet before us. 

TH x Whole of our RELIGION, as far as it re- 
lates to Practice, is built upon this Suppoſition, 
That there remains another Life aſter this far 
more Glorious than the Preſent. Upon this Foun- 


the cation, the Inſpir'd Writers have rais'd that Beau- 
ong WM tiful Structure of RRLIGION, which without it 
ght could never have ſtood firm and unſhaken. For 


allow that our Hopes are only in this Life; and 


you will find no Engine ſtrong enough to raiſe 
we Wl our Thoughts above it. And yet without ſuch 
ty ; WI Elevation of Mind, *rwill be impoſſible to fulfill 
Us, the Duties of ReLiGion in many Inſtances of it. 


The Foundation therefore, as I faid, of our Re- 
LIGION is laid in this, That the Grave is no other 
than a Paſſage to Eternity, and that after our 
Bodies have lain there their Appointed Time, they 
T 4 


(14) 
ſhall be rais'd all glorious, and be again united 
to our Souls by an Union never more to be dif. 
folv'd. This Body which is now ſown in Corrapii. 
on, in Diſbonour, in Weakneſs, ſhall be raisd in 
Incorruption, in Glory, in Power, Cyxi1sT our Lord, 
who is the Author of Salvation to all thoſe who obey 
Him, ſhall raiſe Us up at the Laſt Day, and tale V; 
into the Manſions of his Father's Houſe, and chan 
our vile Bodies, that they may be like his Glorious Bid), 
according to the Power whereby He is able to ſubdue al 
Things to Himſelf. In full Perſuaſion of this won- 
derful Change, which at the Reſurrection {hall 
paſs on every goodChriftian,we can ſee the mean- 
ing of ſeveral Duties of our Re11Giox, otherwiſe 
hard to be reconciPd to Senſe and Reaſon. We 
can underſtand what the Scriptures mean, when 
they ſpeak of the Worthleſsneſs and Inſignifican- 
cy of every thing here Below; of the Impurity 
and Wretchedneſs of our Corrupted Nature. For 
knowing that our Treaſures are in another Place, 
we can better bear the Poorneſs of our preſent 
State: And being aſſur'd of a Time when we 
ſhall be transform'd into the Image of Gov, we 
can hear of our preſent Vileneſs and Deformit!, 
without thinking Ourſelves raiPd at. But above 
all, in Confidence of this Hope, we are able to 
look with Satisfaction at our laſt Hour, and to 
welcome Death as th@Harbinger appointed by 
Gov to conduct Us to Himſelf. And as ts 
Conſideration is in its own Nature ſufficient to 
Arm the Expiring Chriſtian againſt the errors 
of Death; fo certainly is it ſufficient to admini 
ſter Conſolation to their ſurviving Friends. Fo! 


what is it in truth ſhould ſo much Diſquiet a 


10 
{5 it a reaſonable Ground of Sorrow, that Thoſe 
who have our beſt Wiſhes, have at laſt paſs'd the 
Waves of this Troubleſome World, and are ar- 
riy'd at the deſir'd Haven? Is it a Matter of 
Grief and Trouble, that they have finiſh'd their 
Courſe, and now reſt from their Labour ; that 
they have Fought the good Fight, and are now 
Triumphant ? Do we indeed love them with that 
ſond Affection, that we would willingly have 'em 
once more in this World to be again toſs'd about, 
and to hight and ftrive again with the Temptati- 
ons of it? Were we aſſur'd that Gop would hear 
our Prayer, and reſtore the Deceas'd again to Us, 
Would this think, we be a Perition fit to be of- 
krd? And could we anſwer it to the Happy 
Souls departed, to be thus wreſted out of the 
Hands of their CREATOR, and be again doom'd 
to inform Corruption? Would it be a reaſonable 
Pla, That in great Love to their Welfare, we 
have prevail'd with Heaven to give their Souls 
back again to the Delights and Trifles of this 
World, which they defpis'd before they left them, 
and infinitely more fince : And if their Souls are 
{ much happier in the other World, than they 
were in this, that it were the greateſt Injury to 
recall them, if we could ; ought we not to endea- 
your to aſſuage our Grief, and Comfort one ano- 

ther with theſe Words. . | 
I ave already allow'd, That there is no re- 
liſting the firſt Sallies of Nature, and that thoſe 
who can part with their Friends without Regret, 
never had any affectionate Love for them. They 
may call it if they pleaſe - Reaſon, and Philoſo- 
phy; but 'tis in truth, IIl- nature and * 
| ; ut 


ef ©. Ma 
But then, after theſe firſt Conflicts are over, the 
Conſideration of the Happy State into which the 
Deceas'd are entred, ought to take place, and 
compoſe our Minds. T have in ſhort, repreſent- 
ed to You the Happineſs of their Condition, who 
Sleep in CyrIsT I Esus, ſo that there can be no 
Reaſon for.Sorrow on Their Account : The on. 
ly Reaſon for it muſt be on our Own. The Lok 
is Ours, and we cannot bear, we ſay, the Laſt 
Farewel. But we Cheat Ourſelyes with Words; 
For how can we call that the laſt Faewel, 
when we believe, and are aſſur'd, That in a 
little time we ſhall meet again; and that, 
not as we us d to do in this World, to disburthen 
our Griefs to one another; or perhaps to com- 
municate trifling Delights; or at beſt, to joyn 
together in imperfect Acts of Piety and Devot. 
on: But at that Day, when we ſhall meet again 
in the Great Aſſembly of the Saints of Goo, we 
ſhall meet never to be parted more, to commu- 
nicate to each other Solid and Subſtantial Joys, 
to joyn with one another in Fervent, Willing 
Acts of Devotion, in Everlaſting Hymns of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving to the Bountiful Aurhox of 
all our Happineſs. This, my Brethren, is the 
Meeting to which Gop by his Miniſters invites 
Us, and for which the Souls departed are conti- 
nually praying before "BE as even, That 
He would ſhortly . accompliſh the Number of his Elett, 
and haſten His Kingdom > Not that He would give 
them back to their wiſhing Friends; but that 
He would haſten thoſe forward to. Himſelf and 
Them. This is a Prayer, in which All ought to 
Pon, both the Living and the Dead. For 17 
[ DOOR equa 


| Ce ] | 
equally for the Happineſs of All. Whereas, that 
which our Fondneſs would prompt Us to, That it 
would pleaſe Gop to return our Departed Friends 
to our Arms again, is Partial and Unequal, Unjuſt 
and Impious. ?Tis to be willing to gratify our 
own impatient Deſires, at the dear Expence of 
thoſe we pretend to Love, whatever it colt 
Them. If we muſt be troubled at the Loſs of 
our Friends, the Trouble ſhould be, not that 
they are gone before, but that We ourſelves are 
leſt behind. And when we conlider, that it can- 
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1 BY not be long before we ſhall follow Them, this 
vill alleviate that Trouble alſo. For the LORD 
en Himſelf ſhall deſcend with a Shout from Heaven, 
3 , 


mth the Voice of an Archangel, and with the Trump 0 
CoD: And the Dead in CHRIST ſball riſe firſt; 
Then we which are alive and remain, ſhall be caught 
i together with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lox D 
in the Air. And jo ſball we ever be with the Lox ov; 
Wherefore Comfort one another with theſe Words. 
HavinG thus Repreſented to You the Argu- 
ment which our RELIGION affords to Comfort 
Us under the Loſs of our neareſt Friends. Give 
me leave, in the laſt Place, to make ſome Re- 
lections from what has been deliver'd. And theſe 
hall be directed to two Sorts of Men: To thoſe 
* deny this Hope, and to Thoſe who con- 
V oo, 1 
. Axpo Het, I would addreſs myſelf to 
Thoſe Who deny this Hope of our Calling, who 
openly deelare againſt it, and ridicule it. 
Ur fry are really of Opinion, That there is 
% Life after this, that there's. go Diviner a Prin- 
tc in then than the . out of which They 


5 


. 
\ : 


(0... 
together with the Beaſts aroſe, and to which 
They together with them,muſt fink and lie down 
for. ever, if they are zeally of this Sentiment, 
and cannot help it; *tis in vain to offer at any 
thing to Convince them. But what One may 
reafonably deſire of them in this Caſe, and which 
is in truth for their own Reputation, is, That 
they would keep their Sentiment to Them- 
felves, and no more diſcloſe it than they would 
their moſt Bofom Infirmity. For it can never 
be, that the reſt of the World, who are fully per- 
ſuaded of this Great TxuTH, can entertain any 
tolerable Opinion of a Sett of Men, whom they 
find debaſing their Nature, and out of the Oddeſt 
Turn of Mind taking as much Pains to fink it in 
the Duſt, as the more Noble and Generous Minds 
have done to raiſe and exalt it. Before the clear 
Revelation of another Life, *twas at leaſt, an 
Argument of a low and little Spirit, to disbe- 
lieve it on the Evidence of Natural Reaſon : But 
fince the Propagation of the CHRISTIAN Ret 
&10N, and the Proof for Immortality, which 
That brings with it ; what Before was an Ar- 
gument of a Low and Mean Spirit, is Now ol 
one Profane and Impious. So that if they are 
really Unbelievers in this Matter, let them at 
teaſt believe thus much, That the moſt Prudent 
thing they can do in their Circumſtances, is to 
make no Words of it, but to keep it as cloſe as 
they can. But if they cannot be perſuaded to 
this, but will be ftill opening themſelves, and out 
of an awkard fort of Vanity, be proving to thc 
World, That they are no better than Bealis ; 
*is but fit the World ſhould uſe them as {uct ; 

| F aA n 
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Tie) 
not out of Apprehenſion of their doing much 
Miſchief, but out of a juſt Reſentment at Inſo- 
ent Folly. Not to take notice of the Malice 
oyrn'd with it. For were it poſſible, that their 
Opinion could prevail in the World, *tis evident, 
z5 You have ſeen, that the great and only firm 
Support and Comfort of Men in the greateſt At- 
fiction, the Death of their Friends, is thrown 
up at once. For as to all thoſe Conſiderations 
which the Heathen ſupported themſelves with, 
ſuch as are often to be met with in their Poets, 
and Orators, and Philoſophers, all that can be ſaid 
of them, is, That they are fine Words, and that 
Thoſe who had no better, were to make the beſt 
of thoſe they had. But ſure, to offer any of their 
poite Expreſſions, as an Equivalent for.. the 
CuxisTIAN FAitY; is ſuch an Offer, as will ne- 
ver be accepted. But, Go p be thanked, the 
Opinion of the Soul's Immortality, and of the 
Reſurrection of the Body to Eternal Life, is an 
Opinion ſo well eſtabliſh'd, that there's no great 
. 8 from any Efforts that can be 14 a- 
gainſt it. The only Danger, ſhall I fay, or 
Difgrace that can be brought upon it, is by thoſe 
who profeſs to believe this Doctrine, bur live in 
oppoſition to the Belief of it. Ga 
2. LET me therefore, in the Second Place, 
apply myſelf to Yon, who are Aſſembled here 
together, and make open Profeſſion of Your 
Hopes of an Immortal Life after Death, _ 
AnD what have TI to do here, but to Adjure 
You all in the Name of that Lo RD, who bas 
Purchas d Immortal Life for You, That Tou 
would walk worthy 7 this Hope, wheteupro 
2 | : ou 
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only to keep Ourſelves from thoſe Sins which are 
Crying and Notorious; but from every thin 

which may ſeem any way inconſiſtent with the 
Purity of Cur1sT's RELIGION. So ſhall we a- 
void the juſt Reflections of the Profane ; vindi- 
cate the Honour of our Loxp and Saviour; 
and ſecure to Ourſelves a Rational Hope of Eter- 
nal Happineſs. ; | 

To theſe powerful Motives nothing farther, 
in the way of Reaſoning, can be added. Bur 
becauſe Example, eſpecially when we meet with 
t in our Superiours, has a very great Influence 
upon Us, and in ſome reſpects more Command- 
ing than any Reaſoning, I will ſhut up this Diſ- 
courſe with a True and Faithful CharaQter of 
that Great and Good Perſon, whoſe Remains 
le now before Us. In which I deſign no forc'd 
or fulſome Panegyrick ; but only to remind You 
of ſome few Particulars, in which She very emi- 
nently praQtis'd the Duties of the CHRISTIAN 
LIFE. 

AN o this indeed, is the only allowable To- 
pic of Praiſe in this Place, and at this Time. For 
a5 the Hand of Death has taken away all Earth- 
Diſtinctions of Place and Title; the only Di- 
ſtinction now remaining, is that which Her own 
Goodneſs and Vertue have procur'd Her. When 
all Things elſe have deſerted Us, This only con- 
tinues ſtedfaſt, the common Inheritance which the 
Poor and Baſe divide with the Great and Noble. 
It muſt be own'd however, That there ſeems 
ſomething more Attracting and Harmonious in 
the Lives of thoſe Few, who to an High and 
Exalted Quality, have joyn'd equal Innocence 
and Integrity. AND 


: | Ca) 
AND Here I am ſatisfy'd, that I ſhall ſay no 
more than what All, who had the Honour of an 
Acquaintance with this Lady, will agree in 
That She Liv'd always under an Awful Sen of Ml we 
Her Dependance on Almighty God, which She o. 
teſtify'd by conſtant Devotion to Him both Pu. Ml gi 
lic and Private. In Her Attendance at the Pullic WM ® 
Offices of our CHURCH, I can ſpeak from myown 
Obſervation, That it has been always Serious and 
Decent, not out of Form; but, as far as could he 
judg' d, out of a true and inward Senſe of Her 
Duty. Nor ought this, T think, to have been 
omitted, tho' in truth but a ſlender Commenda- 
tion, ſince tis fo juſt and common a Complaint, 
That ſo many attend the Offices of the Cuugcn 
for mere Form's fake ; nor can they keep their 
Form ſo long, as not to betray themſelves : But 
in theſe Sacred Places of Worſhip, diſcover a Be- 


haviour only proper for a Theater. Nax was the un 
Behaviour of this Great Perſon, free only on the De 
one fide from Lightneſs and Indifference, but on WM * 
the other, from Vanity and Oſtentation. She was al 
bleſs'd with a good Judgment, and knew how to * 
keep the Mean between Profaneneſs and Enthu- ©: 
ſiaſm. Her Behaviour therefore was Devour, but wa: 
Unaffected; Exemplary, but without Art or De- Edi 
ſign. For *twas to Go Þ alone She deſir'd to re- ¶ flic 
-commend Herſelf, and not to the World. that 
As to Her Private Duvotions, the Circum- — 
ſtances of thoſe are only known to the Great — 
Beixe She addreſsd them to; ſor the Regul: kn 
rity of them, it was well-known; and for the ene 
Subſtance of them, it in ſome Meaſure appears de 
| from lic t 
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{om ſeveral Papers written with Her own Hand, and 
eſt behind as laſting Monuments of Her Piety. Theſe 
are full Evidences of Her Private Worſhip ; tho had 
we none of them to appeal to, I could appeal to 
One greater than All, I mean, to the general Inte- 
rity of Her Life and Converſation. For never did 
any One keep up ſo unblameably to the conſtant Pra- 
aice of Publick Duties, without as conſtant an Inter- 
courſe with Go p in Private. Such was Her Cari- 
ze towards Her CREATOR. And then, as to Her 
general Behavior to the World; to Her Superiours, 
tho' few indeed were in that Rank, Her Deportment 
was with Deference and Reſpect; To Her Equals 
Free and Inoffenfive; And to Her Inferiers, many 
of You are Witneſſes, how Condeſcending and Obli- 
ging it was, how free from any thing of that Pride 
and Haughtineſs, which ſo often atrends Greatneſs, 
and fo ill becomes it. To Her Relations, in whatever 
Degree they ſtood, She was Loving and Affectionate. 
To H E x, who firſt ſhould be mention'd, from whom 
under G o p, She receivd Her Life, She was ever 
Dutiful and Obſervant ; always mindful of that often 
negleted Duty, Filial Piery ; which in all the Stages 
of Life Children owe their Parents, and which She 
was perſuaded they could never Out-grow. She knew 
that the Debt which all Children owe their Parents 
could never be repaid: And She knew that Her Own 
was much increas d by the Bleſſing of a moſt Careful 
Education, and by the great Advantage of the Dome- 
tic Example She had from Her Infancy enjoy'd. So 
that She was perſuaded, that She ow'd not only Her 
Life to Her Parent; but what was much dearer, Her 
Proficiency in Vertue; of all which, She was highly 
lenſible, and endeavour d to demonſtrate Her Senſe of 
it in every Inſtance of Filial Reverence and Obedi- 
enco. To this Filial Reverence, She took Care to joyn 
the Twin Duty of Conjugal Affection, nor was it ca- 
ſe to determine in which Relation She appear d beſt, 
whether as Wiſe or Daughter. Of the Laſt, I have 
| | already 
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chan, That after Bleſſing Her:Lg wich a Numaros 


| and Hopeful Iſſue, She gate cs best Evidence of Hr 
Tope botute Him and-Them, III. E Tendereſt Care 
And Concert fortheir common Offs ring. To this, 

| She Save conftant* Attendance in ng Health, and 
on Her laſt Bed of Sickneſs, and in Her laſt Dying 
F W 'ords; having Them all before Her, She breath out 
Her Soul in choſe Pious Inſtructions; and Recom- 
| mended Them to the Care of Heaven with: that Ener- 
gy of Affection, and that Sedate and Compos' d e- 
Tlouſneſs of Mind, as ſhew'd it not to be any fad. 
den or unuſual Tranſporr; but the fix d and habicual 
Thoughts of Her Soul. 

In this Bleſſed Teber of Mind; and in the midi 
ol. theſe holy Pangs, as; I; may call them, for the 
Eternal Welfare of Her * Childs; di this Excellent 
Lady expire: So- that itr the Apoſtl es Phraſe, de 
ſeem d in Her Laſt Hours Travailing Again wich 
Them; And Sickhed 1 1 in che Natura Birth ot 
7 of * 0 d. . e r the e Birth 
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Max Almigbey a> 0 Fs GN) 9 the fervent 
Prayer of the Righteous availeth much; Grant Ile. 
Petit ions, and: fulfill all Her Deſires: may He ſhower 
down His Bleflings on the Heads aud Hearts Of Thoſ: 
deſcended from Her: And may He grant Us All Hi, 
Heavenly Grace, that conforming. ourſelves entirely 


d His Will here, we. may, together wich Her, be 


ever Happy with Him hereafter. Hear Us, O Faris, 
J!. $ CnnrntsT; To who 
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